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MEMBERSHIP 2009 

LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŜǿ  
your membership for 2009!  

ANNUAL MEETING 2009 

On January 15, with arctic temperatures of -20 F (-28.9 C), we held our Annual Meeting  at the Swedish-
American Museum Center.   Despite the chilly temperature and an icy wind, more than sixty members 
and guests attended the meeting and  networked with eleven members exhibiting their businesses at 
our 2nd Annual Trade Show .  We all enjoyed the wonderful buffet prepared by the membership 
committee, Kerstin Nicholson, Rita Johnson and Bengt Salomonsson.  
 

aŀǊƪ tƻŘŜƳǎƪƛΣ {!// /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ǊŜŎŀǇǇŜŘ нллу ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ 
2009.  He was followed by our first speaker, James Turco, VP at Fifth Third Bank, who opened with 
some fun facts about Sweden and Swedes, and then shared sobering stats about the world economy 
and the current financial crisis.  The second speaker was Kevin Lampe from Kurth-Lampe, a Chicago-
based strategic communications firm with a special focus on political consulting.  Kurth-Lampe is 
working with several Swedish clients and helped Barack Obama with his first major speech at the 
Democratic Convention 2004.  Everyone who has lived in Chicago for some time enjoyed listening  to 
YŜǾƛƴ [ŀƳǇŜ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŘƻƻǊǎΦ   
 

Mark Podemski continued with thanking Bengt Salomonsson and Susanne Lefvert for their much 
appreciated support as board members of SACC Chicago and welcomed  our new board members for 
2009,  Jonas Olsson, SKF; Pelle Svensson, Connect Blue; and Gerd Sjögren, Interverbum USA, who will 
be joining the board in the fall of 2009.  
 

Mark Podemski continued with asking everyone to save the date for the Entrepreneurial Days 2009, 
which will be held in Savannah, Georgia, April 20-22.  
 

The evening was a success with good food, interesting companies and lots of networking.   We would 
ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ Η  ²ŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ  нллф ǿƛǘƘ Ŧǳƴ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
interesting business meetings! 

WE WISH TO WELCOME OUR  
NEWEST  MEMBERS!  

Corporate Member 
Soseman Law Firm, PC 

Individual Member 
Kevin Lampe 
YPC Member 

Stina Peterson 
 
 
 
 
 

Magnus Waller and Annette Seaberg 
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 Board of Directors 2009  
Mark Podemski   President   Oskar Berg   
Tom Thorelli    Chairman   Beata Krakus    
Rita Johnson   VP Membership  Gordon Goransson 
Magnus Waller   VP Finance   Annette Seaberg 
Steven D. Handler  Treasurer   Maria Bergman       YPC   
Agneta Rosenberg   VP of Communication  Pelle Svensson       New    
Kerstin Nicholson  Secretary   Jonas Olsson       New 
Pia Wennerth  Executive Director  Gerd Sjogren       New   

Annual Meeting and Trade Show 2009 

Pia Wennerth Kitty Kurth and Kevin Lampe 

Bengt Salomonsson: Beijer Electronics  Pelle Svensson Connect Blue 
www.beijerelectronics.se     www.connectblue.com 
 
Mark Emmet  Handelsbanken   Patrik Liljekvist Comfort Audio 
www.handelsbanken.us        www.comfortaudio.com   
  
Charles Peterson  North Park University  Mark Podemski RAEDC 
www.northpark.edu     www.gorockford.com 
 
Annika Valdiserri Praire Shore Properties  Marianne McNamara  Scandica 
www.prairieshore.com     www.scandicaphoto.com 
 
Kitty Kurth/Kevin Lampe Kurth/Lampe  Alan Dordek, Julie Badel  Frost, Ruttenberg, Rothblatt                         
www.kurthlampe.com    www.frronline.com 
 
Jussi Snellman  Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren  Lauren Vanderberg German CC 
www.reinhartlaw.com     www.gacc.com 
 
Rita Johnson  Fifth Third Bank  Fredrik Hörnqvist  Konftel 
www.53.com      www.konftel.com 
 

Trade Show Exhibitors 

Mark Podemski and Rita Johnson 


